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Application/Control Number: 10/564,450 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3636 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In reciting the "elongated control arm", claim 1 fails to set forth the function 
and purpose of the control arm in a manner to clearly and positively define the 
invention. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-5,8-11 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fourrey. 

Figures 7 and 8 show structure as claimed, including a side frame member to 
which is operatively attached an actuator 70,72,78 and an elongated control arm 
8,19 via linkage assembly 52,56. The linkage assembly moves the control arm 8.19 
between various positions in response to movement of the actuator. The linkage 
assembly comprises a first link 56 which is coupled at one end to the side frame via 
the actuator 78, wherein the end 76 of the link forms a pivot pin, and a second link 
52 which extends between the first link and the control arm. The end of the link 52 
forms a pivot pin where it is joined with first link 56. 
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Regarding claims 8-11, note figure 8, which shows a lower cross member 
(lower wire of back frame 4) which is attached to the side frame member via 
springs, and to which the control arm 8 is pivotally attached. Upper cross member 
83 is parallel to the lower cross member and extends from the side member, and 
support rods (vertical wire members in the back frame 4) extend between the upper 
and lower cross members. 

Claims 1*7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kaneko et al. 

Figure 2 shows structure as claimed, including a side frame member 2 with 
an actuator 18 secured thereto, an elongated control arm 8 which is secured to the 
actuator via linkage assembly 9,11. The linkage assembly is comprised of a first 
link 11, secured between the actuator, a second link 9 and link pin 17. The first 
link is pivotally attached to the side frame member via pin 14. 

Regarding claim 6, the side frame member 2 shows an "upper stop" 6 which 
limits movement of the link in the stowed direction (fig. 3), and a lower stop where 
the first link abuts the lower portion of the side plate to limit movement in the 
supporting direction (fig. 2). 

In regards to claim 12, note plate to which cushion 7 is secured, the plate 
being secured to the side frame member at 6 and contacting the control arm 8. 
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Claims 13-17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Neale, Schuster, Maruyama et al, Nishino, Ishizuka, Elton, Sparks and Dal 
Monte show various features of the invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Peter R. Brown whose telephone number is 571- 

272-6853. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 

proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see httpV/pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. /!/}/!/ 
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